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In the first place, in the course of my experience, which was a pretty
long one, I knew of no instance of any secret Agreement by the British
Government which pledged them further than that if a certain policy agreed
upon with another Power were in any way menaced, the two Powers should
consult as to the course to be taken. That I thought was the limit to which
the Government could properly bind itself without in some way making
Parliament aware of the obligations that it was incurring.
Secondly, it was a maxim which had been impressed upon me by
several statesmen of great eminence that it was not wise to bring before
a Cabinet the question of a course to be pursued in hypothetical cases
which had not arisen. A discussion on the subject invariably gave rise to
divergences of opinion on questions of principle, whereas in a concrete
case unanimity would very likely be secured. [And Grey here noted on the
margin: "I am glad this point was so well pointed out to M. Cambon."]
M. Cambon observed that this view was a perfectly just one.
Thirdly, I told him that I thought that if the Cabinet were to- give a
pledge which would morally bind the 'country to go to war in certain cir-
cumstances, and were not to mention this pledge to Parliament, and if at
the expiration of some months the country suddenly found itself pledged to
war in consequence of this assurance, the case would be one which would
justify impeachment, and which might even result' in that course unless at
the time the feeling of the country were very strongly in favor of the
course to which the Government was pledged (BD., Ill, 184 f,).
I, 213. The Anglo-Belgian military conversations began on Jan. 18,
1906, upon instructions from General Grierson, between the English Mili-
tary Attache, Col. Baraardiston, and the Belgian Chief of Staff, General
Ducarne. They had the express sanction of the Foreign Ministers of both
countries, as well as of the military authorities. They quickly led to an
agreement for the landing of 100,000 British troops on the continent for
the defense of Belgium (cf. BD., Ill, 186-203; and Carl Hosse, Die englisch-
belgischen Aufmarschplane gepen Deutschland vor dem Weltkriep, Vienna,
1930; Hosse prints for the first time interesting details of the technical
railway schedules worked out for the British; he uses photographs of Bel-
gian documents which were taken by the Germans during the war, but re-
stored after the Treaty of Versailles). General Wilson, who succeeded
General Grierson as Chief of Military Operations in August, 1910, arranged
with Belgium and France for the rapid transport of 160,000 British, who
were to take a position on the French left wing. In 1912 there were some
doubts for a while about Belgium's readiness to cooperate with the French
and British (of. DD.F., 3e Serie, I, No. 522), and the British Foreign
Office, in spite of its obligation to observe Belgian neutrality, appears to
have considered the question of marching British troops into the little
country, without invitation and even against Belgium's consent, "in order
to meet the approach of German troops on the other side7' (Harold Nicol-
son, Lord Carnock, London, 1930, p. 399). In 1913 Belgium increased her
army and was again ready to enter into close military relations with the
French and British at the outbreak of the war. For a good summary of
the Anglo-Belgian military conversations, see A. Bach, "Die 'conventions
anglo-belges' im Lichte neuer Dokumente," in KSF, VIII, 547-560, June,
1930.	.	- ,

